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President's Letter   

            

Dear Members of ISHMII and Colleagues, 
 

As President of our Society, I am pleased to provide you with updates on ISHMII 

activities. Since I assumed responsibility for ISHMII in 2014, life has been very 

busy. I retired, finishing my duties at Germany’s Federal Institute for Materials 

Research and Testing (BAM) while managing new activities for ISHMII. My 

immediate challenges included establishing the structure for a new Constitution and 

By-Laws and developing contracts to guide the structure and programs of the next 

CSHM workshop and SHMII-7, held in July 2015 in Torino, Italy. Now, plans for CSHM-6 in 

Belfast are well underway as are those for SHMII-8 (Brisbane) and SHMII-9 (St. Louis). For 

almost 2 years, I have had the opportunity to collaborate with three strong Vice Presidents as we 

shape a vision for ISHMII. I appreciate the contributions of my colleagues on the Executive 

Committee, vice presidents Zhishen Wu (Japan), Jinping Ou (China) and James Brownjohn 

(UK), whose term of office concludes at the end of this year.  To my Vice Presidents - I am 

pleased to thank you for your service to ISHMII and your cooperation in all the projects we have 

undertaken together. 
  

      

 

Professors Zhishen Wu, Jinping Ou and James Brownjohn 

  

At the same time, immediate past-President Farhad Ansari became the new Editor-in-Chief of 

our Journal of Civil Structural Health Monitoring (JCSHM) as Dr. Aftab Mufti finished his 

service as Founding Editor-in-Chief. In the last 18 months, we have built on our collaborative 

relationship with colleagues in other professional societies, industry and universities to share 
knowledge about SHM, including developing codes and standards. In addition to the conferences 

and workshops that are ISHMII-affiliated or sponsored, I have had the opportunity to be the 
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ISHMII spokesperson at many professional meetings. 
 

Among our leaders, there is an honored group: the ISHMII Fellows.   

 

We welcome and congratulate Dr. Vistasp M. Karbhari, most recently elected 

ISHMII Fellow.   

Dr. Karbhari, pictured right, is the President of The University of Texas at 

Arlington, a professor in the Department of Mechanical and Aerospace 

Engineering and the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering and 

the past-Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs at the 

University of Alabama in Huntsville. Previously, he was on the faculty of the University of 

California at San Diego. 
 

We are pleased to cite Dr. Karbhari’s official biography at UTA, which calls him visionary.  
  

“A prolific researcher, President Karbhari is an expert in the processing and mechanics of 

composites, durability of materials, infrastructure rehabilitation, and multi-threat mitigation 

and has authored or co-authored more than 460 papers in journals and conference 

proceedings and edited or co-edited four books. He holds one patent and has served as 

principal investigator or co-principal investigator on more than $37 million in research 

projects. 
 

He is a fellow of ASM International... and a fellow of the International Institute for FRP in 

Construction... He serves as the associate editor of the Journal of Civil Structural Health 

Monitoring, as the American editor for the International Journal of Materials and Product 
Technology, and as an editorial board member for Composite Structures, the ASTM 

Journal for Testing and Evaluation, Structural Engineering and Mechanics, and the 

International Journal of Sustainable Materials and Structural Systems. 
 

President Karbhari earned a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering and a master’s degree in 

structures, both from the University of Poona in India, and a Ph.D. with a dissertation in 

composite materials from the University of Delaware. During his more than 20 years in 

higher education, he has received numerous awards for research, teaching, and innovation.” 

  
  

 
  

Audience at SHMII-7, Politecnico di Torino, July 2015.  Photo courtesy of the Organizing Committee 
 

Let me move to a review of SHMII-7, ISHMII’s official conference held in Torino. Organized by 

Prof. Alessandro de Stefano (Politecnico di Torino), it was highly successful. A detailed report 
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will be posted on our website www. ISHMII.org. The organizing committee was ably assisted by a 

professional event agency “Symposium srl”, headed by Dr. Sandro Cuccu. More than one year 

before the conference, we were in a full-scale discussion about the organization, conference 

structure and program. It is always good to collaborate with experienced partners. Our thanks go 

first to Prof. De Stefano, but also to Dr. Cuccu for arranging all of the organizational “little things” 

in an excellent way as well as a conference program that ran smoothly. The breadth of interest in 

SHM was apparent as attendance was excellent and diverse: there were 306 attendees from 30 

countries. The country with the most attendees was China: 81 attendees. I thank our Chinese 

ISHMII Council members who extended strong support and added their voices to this conference. 
  

  

We are pleased to recognize the authors of Best Papers at SHMII-

7.  Pictured are President  

Wolfgang Habel, Conference Organizer, Dr. Alessandro De Stefano, and 

Dr. WeiHua Hu of BAM and the University of Porto, Portugal, the senior 

author of Vibration-based Structural Health Monitoring of a Highway 

Bridge based on Continuous Dynamic Measurements during 14 
years.  His co-authors are S. Said, R. G. Rohrmann, W. Rücker, A. Cunha, 

and A. Rogge. 
  

A Best Paper Award was also presented in the category of Students as First Authors, with the 

award received by C. Cappello as lead author of Mechanical equivalent of logical inference from 

correlated uncertain information, written with D. Bolognani and D. Zonta. 
  
  

      
  

    SHMII-7 Presentations on the SHM of Heritage Sites with Historic Relevance to Italy 
  

 

SHM conferences and workshops are core to 

sharing our knowledge-base and experiences. 

The next ISHMII workshop (CSHM-6) will 

take place at the Queen’s University in 

Belfast, Northern Ireland, May 26-27, 2016, 

under the direction of Professor Su Taylor, 

pictured left as she announced CSHM-6. The 

topic will be “Structural Health Monitoring of 

New and Ageing Infrastructure to Extend 

Life,” and the workshop website 

(www.ishmiiSHM2016.com) will be active soon. This ISHMII workshop will take place just prior 

to the IEC meeting on the standardization of fiber optic sensors (IEC subcommittee SC86C, 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=foSoxV_DrpD5DPDAzLgBwOTWeQwtGIx4&w=3&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fpure.qub.ac.uk%2Fportal%2Fen%2Fpersons%2Fsusan-taylor%252835af6ec0-e940-4177-8470-f71e6dacf091%2529.html
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=foSoxV_DrpD5DPDAzLgBwOTWeQwtGIx4&w=3&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.iec.ch%2Fdyn%2Fwww%2Ff%3Fp%3D103%3A7%3A0%3A%3A%3A%3AFSP_ORG_ID%2CFSP_LANG_ID%3A1403%2C25


Working Group 2) from May 30-31 in Limerick, Ireland. That event brings together experts in 

Fibre Optic Sensors and Measurement Technology from all over the world. And, this is followed 

immediately by the “European Workshop on Optical Fibre Sensor” (EWOFS), at the same 

location, on May 31 through June 3 (http://ewofs2016.org/). This confluence of three events 

within a few days provides a good occasion to bring together the monitoring community. 
  
  

 
 

SHMII-8, Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane, Australia December 6-8, 2017   
  

Our appreciation goes to the organizing team for ISHMII's next conference: SHMII-8. Dr. 

Tommy Chan from the Department of Civil Engineering and The Built Environment of the 

Queensland University of Technology and Dr. Saeed Mahini from the Department of Civil and 

Environmental Engineering of the University of New England, Australia, are organizing 

organizing SHMII-7. You can read the details at the website: http://shmii2017.org/. The deadline 

for the submission of abstracts is January 28, 2017. 
 

Members are enthusiastically vying to host ISHMII meetings. At the Torino ISHMII Council 

meeting, we heard presentations for SHMII-9: Prof. Genda Chen from Missouri University of 

Science & Technology in Rolla, MO, USA applied to host SHMII-9 in St. Louis, and Prof. Juan 

Carlos Botero from EAFIT University in Medellin, Columbia did as well. The honor of hosting 

SHMII-9 goes to our US colleagues. Both were excellent proposals and so Dr. Botero is 

considering hosting the next SHM workshop – CSHM-7 – in Medellin, Columbia, which we 

warmly welcome, to occur in late 2016. The topic is not yet fixed, however, we expect one with 

regard to geotechnical monitoring or monitoring earthquake-threatened structures. 
 

We institutionally co-sponsored a number of SHM events in 2014 and 2015, and a pleasurable part 

of my job as President is to attend conferences as an ISHMII spokesperson. Three important events 

sponsored took place in Nantes, France in July 2014 (European Workshop of SHM – EWSHM), 

in Nanjing, China (5th Symposium on Opto-electronic Sensor-based Monitoring in Geo-

Engineering), and in Medellin, Columbia (2nd Symposium on Health Monitoring of 

Structures). In 2015, the sponsored event was the 3rd SMAR 2015 Conference in Antalya, 

Turkey. As with the earlier SMAR, it was very well-attended. At each event, I have had an 

opportunity to give a welcome message and a short presentation about our Society’s intentions, 

benefits of membership and about the good opportunity for scholars and practitioners to submit 

high-quality papers to the JCSHM.  I was also able to address this opportunity at the NDT-CE 

2015, International Symposium on Non-Destructive Testing in Civil Engineering, held from 

September 15-17, 2015. The next institutionally sponsored ISHMII conference is the 2nd 

International Conference on Bridge Testing, Monitoring & Assessment (HBRC-BTMA2) to 
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be held in Cairo from December 27-29, 2015, organized by Prof. Mohamed A. Zaki from the 

Housing and Building National Research Center of Egypt. Other next ISHMII sponsored events 

include the 8th European Workshop of SHM (EWSHM) to be held in Bilbao, Spain from July 5-

8, 2016, and the 4th SMAR 2017 conference to be held on September 11-13, 2017 in Zurich, 

Switzerland.  There will be additional events in 2016 and we will send announcements to members 

and friends.   
  

One of my visions is to establish ISHMII in Latin America and Africa. South America is quite 

active and I am hopeful that we can find more interested members there. I am currently in 

discussions to present a report on the Society and our activities and membership benefits to the 

next CONANEND Meeting (NDT Symposium) in Brazil in mid-2016, which might strongly 

improve the visibility of our Society in the SHM experts’ community in Brazil (and the neighbor 

states). 

 

I hope some of you will attend these events in 2016.  ISHMII.org will provide 
links to all of the websites mentioned here as well as all other ISHMII and co-

sponsored meetings in order to build stronger SHM-related communications. 

Be sure to look for the ISHMII logo when you investigate a conference of 
workshop internationally.  The logo indicates ISHMII’s sponsorship. 

 

A robust and representative leadership is important to ISHMII. The authoritative, 

decision-making body of ISHMII is its elected Council, which meets annually. An 

important activity before the ISHMII Council Meeting in Torino was the election of 

three new Vice-Presidents. It is my honor and pleasure to inform you 

about the election process and results. The new Executive Committee 

(2016-2018) will include new Vice Presidents George Akhras (Royal 

Military College of Canada, Kingston, Ontario), left, and Branko 

Glisic (Princeton University, USA), right, who assume their responsibilities in 

January 2016, and Zhishen Wu (Ibaraki University, Japan and Southeast University, 

Nanjing, China), who is currently the Vice-President for Finances and has been 

reelected. The Vice-Presidents and President-elect will introduce themselves in short 

letters to the ISHMII members. 
  

ISHMII chooses its President from within that Executive Committee. At the beginning of 2016, 

ISHMII will choose a President-elect, who will work closely with me during the last year of my 

Presidential service, which will be announced on our home page at ISHMII.org. As the Society 

matures, we are revisiting the details of the Presidential transition process to make that process 

more effective; the Constitution is being modified, correspondingly. You will receive another 

President’s letter that will explain the core thoughts on the modification of our Constitution.  
 

There is interesting news on professional activities related to the development of an international 

model codes (ISHMII code series) for the SHM of infrastructure. A group formed during the 2013 

SHMII-6 Conference in Hong Kong has prepared a structure and developed a draft. I have invited 

the main experts who guided this discussion, Zhishen Wu or one of the other team members, to 

write a note to you on their progress. While ISHMII members have a long history of successful 

involvement in the development of codes and standards, we are thoroughly 

pleased that the Society itself is now taking an active role in this area of 

importance and invite your participation. 
 

The Journal of Civil Structural Health Monitoring (JCSHM), published by 

Springer, is in a good shape thanks to the diligent work of the JCSHM Editor-in-

Chief, Farhad Ansari. It was decided at the last JCSHM Editorial Board Meeting 
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to apply for the ISI registration. Our Senior Publishing Editor at Springer, Nathalie Jacobs, sees a 

good chance to be successful for getting an impact factor. This will certainly help to attract high 

quality papers and submissions from outstanding scientists and specialists. Volume 5, issue 4, is 

now available to ISHMII members, on-line, as a benefit of membership and a final 2015 issue will 

be published in December. Sign in to your membership account at ISHMII.org to access it. 
 

I invite you to build ISHMII by speaking about it with your colleagues who are not yet members, 

by attending the ISHMII’s own or sponsored SHM events, especially those in Cairo and in Belfast, 

by submitting papers to the JCSHM, by recruiting student members – the future full members of 

our society, or by encouraging company owners to become Corporate Members.  
  

Please provide contributions to ISHMII’s newsletter The Monitor, where you can report about 

new projects or experiences with challenging SHM activities, or products. If you want to submit a 

note or a report to The Monitor, please contact Nancy Cohen or send your contribution directly to 

The Monitor's Editor-in-Chief Branko Glisic. 
 

And, please use the opportunity to present yourself as a member of ISHMII when you publish 

SHM-related papers or address a conference or workshop. 
 

With my best regards, 
  
 

Dr.-Ing Wolfgang Habel 

President 
  

  
  
  

Meet the JCSHM and The Monitor Editorial Boards  

  

Journal of Civil Structural Health Monitoring 

  

Dr. Farhad Ansari, Editor-in-Chief  
 

Europe 

 

Dr. James Brownjohn, United Kingdom  
Dr. Masoud Motavalli, Switzerland 

Dr. Paolo Clemente, Italy 

Dr. Alper Ilki, Turkey 

  

The Americas 

 

Dr. Genda Chen, USA 

Dr. Vistasp Karbhari, USA 

Dr. Ali Maher, USA 

Dr. Didem Ozevin, USA 

Dr. Dagmar Svecova, Canada  
Dr. Douglas Thomson, Canada 

Dr. Leon Wegner, Canada 

 

Asia 

  

Dr.  Xin Feng, China 
Dr. Ho-Kyung Kim, Korea 

Dr. Hui Li, China  
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Dr. Toshiyuki Oshima, Japan 

Dr. You-lin Xu, China 

  
  

Papers are submitted to the JCSHM through the Editorial Manager site at Springer 
https://www.editorialmanager.com/cshm/ 

  

Learn More About the JCSHM and Access to Abstracts    Submit Articles 

  

The Monitor 

  

Dr. Branko Glisic, Editor-in-Chief  
  

Dr. Werner Lienhart, Austria  
Dr. Juan Antonio Quintana Rodriguez, Mexico  
Dr. Xin Feng, China   
Dr. Yong Xia, Hong Kong  
  

 

Learn More About The Monitor           Submit Articles 

  
  
  

Join ISHMII Today 

WWW.ISHMII.ORG 

  
  

  

ISHMII is the voice of the Global 
Structural Health Monitoring Community 

  

You May Renew Your Membership for 2016 or Join, Now 

  

Individuals - $150 USD 

  

Corporations & Institutions - $500 USD  

(Covers 4 representatives)  

  

Students - $50 USD  

(Verification of student status is required and easy to do) 

  

RENEW                     JOIN 
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What is Coming Up? 

  
 

 

WORKSHOPS & CONFERENCES 

  

 

 

 

www.shmii2017.org 

  

 

  

www.ewshm2016.com 

THE MONITOR 

  

  

 
  

Publish Research 
Reports in The Monitor 

  

Brief research reports for 
publication in the Spring 2016 

issue of The Monitor,  
ISHMII's technology review, are 

due by April 15, 2016.   
  

Articles should be 600 - 750 
words in length with photographs 

or graphics. 

  

Please submit reports through the 
members of The Monitor Editorial 

Board. 

  

  
  
  

Recognition & Credit 

  

ISHMII extends it thanks and appreciation to 
Dr. Alessandro De Stefano and his SHMII-7 
Organizing Committee and Dr. Wolfgang Habel 

for photographs related to SHMII-7. 
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CONTACT ISHMII 
www.ISHMII.org  

  

ISHMII President 

 

Dr.-Ing Wolfgang Habel 
  

wolfgang.habel@bam.de 

  

ISHMII Administrative Centre 
University of Manitoba 
Agricultural & Civil Engineering Bldg. 
A250 – 96 Dafoe Road 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 2N2 
Canada 

  
  

Membership Notes and The Monitor are 
delivered to members and their 

colleagues.  Refer them to or forward contact 
information to NancyC@ishmii.org. 

  
  
 

 

  
  
  

  

 
 

Join ISHMII Today or  
Renew Your Membership  

  
  
  

For information regarding corporate 
advertisements in The Monitor, please 

contact NancyC@ishmii.org. 
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